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Status 



1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 July 2003 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed m accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 C D 1 1 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) K Claim(s) U4 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 3and4 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0M The drawing(s) filed on 05 July 2001 is/are: m accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See37CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) D The tra "slation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 



1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) C Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 4 and 6 



4) 
5) 
6) 



Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
Other: 



J.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 





Application/Control Number: 09/769, 1 66 p age 2 

Art Unit: 2871 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of invention I in Paper No. 8 (dated 07/2 1/2003) is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the process of figure 2 cannot make a 
product of invention I. This is not found persuasive because Applicant provides no evidence to 
support such contention. It should also be noted that a substrate structure comprising a plurality 
of parallel columns of direction alignment as shown in figure 3 as claimed can be made by a 
method of forming in figure 2. Therefore, the requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore 
made FINAL. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Applicant's 
admitted prior art (APA), figures 1 and 3-4. 

The above claims are anticipated by APA, figures 1 and 3-4 which discloses a liquid 
crystal display (LCD) cell (10) comprising: 
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. a first substrate (14b); 

a plural of parallel columns of director alignment material (17) disposed on the surface 
of the first surface, each one of the columns having an oblique angle longitudinal axis with 
respect the surface of the first surface (see figure 3), and each of the columns terminating in a 
distal end having a substantially flat surface (22 and/or 20a in figure 4); 
. a second substrate (14a); 

a liquid crystal material (layer interposed between two substrates), wherein portions of 
such liquid crystal material inherently in contact with the parallel columns of director alignment 
material. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-0423. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 703-305-3492. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 




09/S/20()i Dung Nguyen 

09 18/2003 Patent Examiner 
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